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n My Tent? that You yearned, even before Creation,* i

srTa X0 TY DD W 0K
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w why is it forever plundered by the hand of plunderers? -rhw - m L1 a3 ‘7‘, .
2 And why have You become like a shepherd veiled - - ' l Ry x'hé?l ‘ ,’M'A
fin mourning over his lost flocks]* i AN YY) Moyl YR oY
as You stormed and grumbled, ‘And now, what have I here?> l 551D % m e
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with {Isaac’s) shudder fwhen he wondered) .
“Who is this then (that will dare to destroy the Temple})?*
x why is it forever slashed to pieces by tormentors?
And why have You become like a lonely bird on a rooftop,*
screeching bitterly, ‘What is My beloved doing here??

7 My Tent that You erected for the pawerful [Patriarchs]of the Land,+ 1
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fRashi explains that the reason Yaakov cried was because he had
; not brought any gifts for Rachel. Although he had set out on his
| journey laden with gifts, his nephew Elifaz, Esav’s son, had waylaid
' him on his journey and had taken all his possessions. Esav had

| instructed him to kill Yaakov, but having grown up under Yitzehak's

guidance, Elifaz could not bring himself to do it. He stood there

and committing the heinous act of murdering his uncle on the other.
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This incident involving Elifaz contains an even more profound

Caught in a dilemma between disobeying his father on the one hand .. example of the intermingling of ‘light and darkness.” The basis for his

intended act of murder was the fulfillment of the mitzoah of

It was Yaakov who solved his problem by advising Elifaz to take all
he had, thereby impoverishing him. This would be considered as
carrying out his father Esav’s instructions, for np3 2%w/n 1y, a poor
' manis considered as dead (see Nedarim 7b). S
3% | - -
I Let us take a closer look at Elifaz’s inner conflict at the time that he
| met up with Yaakov. On the one hand, being a disciple of Yitzchak,
the injunction against murder was so deeply ingrained in him-that he -

{could not bring himself to kill Yaakov. On the other hand, his-

ifather’s exhortation to kill Yaakov had to be fulfilled in order to
- *honor his father.’ then, js an exa

o

\good and évil are exerting a powerful influence; indeed a tug-of-war
I o .

!

I .

setween light and darkness L
25

'” How do we understand this duality of forces brought to bear on
' man? Poes not- YT P 1AW AOIT VKT P YN, a bit of light
 dissipate a lot of darkness?” , :

' The answer is that ‘darkness’ in the human being is not merely the __
absence of light. It is a rat in i i
;asserting itself in a person even i e

of light. This is similar to the darkness of the macro-world, as the

prophet declared: qwn x7133 X 2y, Who forms light and creates
darkness (Yeshayahu 45:7); darkness is described as a positive entity,
i a ‘creation.” Ramban also uses this concept to explain the darkness.of--
. Egypt as being not the absence of sunlight but rather an entity of
; darkness which descended upon Egypt and extinguished all light (see
i Ramban, Shemos 10:21). B
" Y
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«|honoring his father! The very ‘light’ itself had become corrupted and

- distorted by the darkness.

%Ve now undé;staha why it was precisely Elifaz, of all Esav’s
children, who was the progenitor of the wicked nation of Amalek.
For the other children had only the wicked nature of Esav to
propagate, which in itself could not produce the absolute evil of
Amalek. It was ifaz wh _studi der Yit

had absorbed his teachings, in addition to the evil essence of his
£ Esav, who would distort and corrupt the teachings of the
Torah to such an extent as to transform them into the evil colossus

1

- rincarnate, rather, it is the fusion of evil and goodness which forms a
.mo i ich i : sible | d by evil alone.
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Known as Amalek. The essence of Amalek, then, is not merely evil-
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